ABSTRACT. In this paper we show that if a domain f2 of a Stein manifold X is a "holomorphic deformation retract" of a domain of holomorphy D Ç X, then f! has a univalent envelope of holomorphy O* Ç X.
Introduction.
Let A" be a connected Stein manifold of dimension n > 1. Let D and fi be domains in X with fi Ç D. In this paper we study the pairs (D; fi) such that D is a domain of holomorphy which can be deformed inside fi with a continuous family of holomorphic maps (see Definition 1) . It will be shown that the domain fi has a univalent envelope of holomorphy 0* Ç X. Under some additional hypotheses, we shall prove that (D; fi*) is a Runge pair.
2. and W = X. Take a liftable curve 7 = ^(7) joining 0 € fi and P G ir(Ù). Then F(t;7) = F(t;ir(í)) = ttF(í;7) is a liftable curve joining F(t;0) and F(t;p). The curve Cp(t) = F (I -t;*f(l)) = F(l -t; 717(1)) = tt(F(1 -t;q(l))) is also liftable.
Moreover, the curve Ca(t) = F(t;0) has support in fi. We now define the curve 4>(t; 7) in the following way:
Every curve <p(t; 7) is a liftable curve joining 0 and P. The map <¡>(t; s) = 4>(t; 7)(s) is a homotopy between 7 and 0(1; 7). Now, if we take a function / holomorphic in fi and extend this function along 0(1; 7), we see that the value in P of the extension does not depend on 7, but only on Cp. Hence the monodromy theorem [4] implies that the value in P of the extension of / along 7 does not depend on 7. This is our thesis. The fact that F(t; fi*) Ç fi* Vt G [0; 1] follows by Lemma 1. Therefore, the inclusion (F(t;K))p Ç fi* implies that (F(t;K))p Ç (F(t; K))^. Ç Ki [5] . COUNTEREXAMPLE. Note that if fi Ç C" is star-shaped with respect to the origin, then fi fulfills the hypotheses of Theorem 2; therefore, every domain that is biholomorphic to a star-shaped domain fulfills the same hypotheses.
We will now exhibit a domain fi Ç C2 which is biholomorphic to a star-shaped domain; however, it does not have a univalent envelope of holomorphy in C2. Let fi = {(z;w) G C2: ||z| -1| < \;36 > 0 such that z = \z\eie and \\w\ -0\ < §}.
It is well known that fi has no univalent envelope in C2 [3] . However, the map F(z; w) = (log z; w) is a biholomorphism of fi with a star-shaped domain.
ADDENDUM. In a forthcoming paper E. Casadio Tarabusi gives an example of a domain fi Ç C2 with the following properties:
(a) fi has a univalent envelope of holomorphy fi* Ç C2 ; (b) There exists a continuous map F: [0,1] x fi* -► fi* fulfilling conditions (1), (2), (4) of Definition 1 (in fact fi is a deformation retract of fi*); (c) There is no complex retraction of fi* in fi.
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